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The City of Port Moody is updating its Master Transportation Plan ï TransPort Moody ï to provide a renewed 

vision for how community members and visitors travel in and though our city.  Port Moody is growing rapidly 

along with other Northeast Sector communities, and as this trend continues, our existing transportation 

network will face significant pressures in the coming years.  

The Cityôs current Master Transportation Plan (MTP) was adopted in 2005 and provided recommendations  for 

the  road  network,  non-motorized  transportation,  and transit  over  the  short,  medium,  and  long-term.    

Since the 2005 Plan was adopted, there have been many changes in the community and surrounding region.  

The City has completed many of the recommendations of the 2005 Plan and has adopted several overarching 

documents in recent years, including a new Official Community Plan (OCP),   Council Strategic Plan for 2015 

ï 2018, Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and Community Sustainability Plan. TransLink has also recently 

developed the first part of an update to the Regional Transportation Strategy and is currently developing an 

updated Northeast Sector Area Transit Plan, and the Evergreen Line is currently under construction with an 

opening currently planned for the fall of 2016.   

As a result of these and other factors, Council has determined to move forward with a new vision for 

transportation.  By developing TransPort Moody, we will keep pace with the anticipated growing and changing 

transportation conditions, while improving quality of life and mobility for residents. TransPort Moody will guide 

investments in transportation over the next 25 years. The plan will focus on improving our road network, and 

providing better options for walking, cycling, and using transit. 

Port Moody is a unique community in Metro Vancouver, with a distinct history and character. Port Moody is a 

waterfront community bordered by mountains located in the Northeast Sector of Metro Vancouver.  It is one of 

the most compact and densely populated cities in Metro Vancouver, and is also one the youngest and most family-oriented communities in the 

region.  It is well-served by regional transportation corridors including major roads and transit which provide options for people to travel through 

the city, but which also attract regional through traffic, as Port Moody is situated along regional corridors that connect adjacent municipalities.   

TransPort Moody will be a made-in Port Moody plan to address these and other unique issues. Some of the key issues and opportunities that will 

shape the approach to developing TransPort Moody include:  

Á Enhancing the cityôs streets for local travel while managing the impacts of regional traffic;  

Á Promoting a shift to sustainable transportation; 

Á Planning for changing transportation and land use patterns that the Evergreen Line will bring; 

Á Focusing on key areas of the city; 

Á Enhancing the livability of neighbourhood streets; and 
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Á Creating an affordable and manageable implementation plan. 

Purpose of Discussion Paper #1 ð Setting the Context  

This is first of four Discussion Papers being developed through the TransPort Moody process.  The purpose of this Discussion Paper is to 

provide a comprehensive overview of Port Moodyôs existing travel patterns and transportation conditions.  The findings of this paper will provide 

the bases from which TransPort Moody will be developed.  This Executive Summary summarizes the key transportation facts, issues, and 

opportunities in Port Moody today and in the future. 

Demographics and Land Use  

Demographics play a significant role in influencing transportation choices and travel patterns. This section summarizes key demographic 

characteristics of Port Moody residents.  

Á A growing community and region. Port Moody will continue to experience growth in the coming years, with an additional 15,000 residents 

projected by 2041.  However, much more significant growth is projected in surrounding communities, with 156,000 additional residents 

projected in the Northeast Sector by 2041.  The anticipated growth in the city and surrounding communities will place significant pressure on 

the cityôs multi-modal transportation network for both local and regional travel in the coming years.   

Á A young population. Port Moody is home to a relatively large youth population.  This segment of the population is particularly important to 

focus on for travel demand, as youth often do not have access to automobiles and are reliant upon transit, walking, cycling and carpooling.    

Á A growing seniors population. Currently, approximately 9% of the population of Port Moody is over the age of 65.  Although Port Moody is 

generally a young community, as it grows over the next 25 years the percentage of seniors is expected to grow to approximately 17%, with 

seniors being the fastest growing age group in the City.  Senior populations place different demands on the road network, such as travel at 

different non-rush times of day, increased needs for accessibility, and a greater reliance on transit, walking, and carpooling.   

Á Higher population densities and mixed use developments are planned to continue to increase around Evergreen Line stations and in key 

locations of the city.  While densities and land use type is unlikely to change in many of the residential neighbourhoods in Port Moody, changes 

in Moody Centre, Inlet Centre, and the areas within 400 metres of Evergreen Line stations will resulting in more pedestrian-friendly and mixed-

use developments.  
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Travel Patterns  

Developing TransPort Moody requires an understanding of the current travel characteristics throughout the community.  Key facts about the 

current travel characteristics include: 

Á Mode Share. According to Census data from the 2011 National 

Household Survey, the majority (80%) of residents commute to work by 

automobile, followed by 16% by public transit, 2% by walking, and 1% 

who ride their bicycle to work (see Figure E-1).   

Á Trip Distribution. Over half of all trips during the morning peak on Barnet 

Highway come from outside Port Moody, primarily Coquitlam (Westwood 

Plateau and Coquitlam City Centre). 

Á Trip Destinations.  A significant amount of daily trips from Port Moody 

remain within the Northeast Sector of Metro Vancouver (including Port 

Moody).  This is especially true for walking (99%) and automobile travel 

(70%). Approximately half (51%) of daily transit trips made by Port Moody 

residents are to Northeast Sector destinations, with 23% of transit trips 

destined to Burnaby or New Westminster.   

Walking  

Walking is the most fundamental form of transportation. Walking is a part of every trip, whether that trip is made by car, transit, or bicycle. If 

suitable conditions exist within a community ï such as having a complete, connected sidewalk network and major destinations nearby to where 

people live ï walking can also be a convenient alternative to the automobile for almost all short trips.  Promoting walking can help reduce 

automobile dependence and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, improve public health outcomes and help to create more liveable and vibrant 

communities.  As noted previously, although walking only accounts for approximately 2% of all commute trips, it accounts for over 9% of all trips 

made by Port Moody residents.  Most walking trips tend to be short-distance trips that remain within the city, as 99% of all walking trips are less 

than 5 km.  Some key facts about walking in Port Moody include: 

Á Sidewalk Coverage. There are currently approximately 89 km of sidewalks in Port Moody. Approximately 56% of all city streets have 

sidewalks on at least one side of the street.  

Á Sidewalk Standards. The Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw identities sidewalk requirements for all new developments in the 

City of Port Moody.  Sidewalks are currently required on all streets that are classified as being part of the Major Road Network (MRN), as 

Figure E-1: Mode Share of Commute Trips 
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well as arterials, collectors, and local residential streets with high density or commercial land uses are.  All other streets within Port Moody 

are required to have sidewalks on at least one side of the street. 

Á Accessibility. Most of the streets in Port Moody with existing sidewalks have curb ramps and 

considerations for people with mobility issues.  The location of these curb ramps, however, are 

not always located to provide ideal accessibility.  All of the signalized intersections within the 

city of Port Moody have pedestrian activated signals and pedestrian countdown timers.  

Audible indicators for the visually impaired are limited to 11 of 31 signalized intersections.   

Á Trail Network. Port Moody has a number of trails and pathways, including major multi-use 

trails such as the trails through Rocky Point Park, Mossom Creek Park, and the Trans Canada 

Trail to name a few.  Port Moodyôs 41 km trail network is comprised of both hard and soft-

surface trails. 

Á Topography.  Physical challenges are presented by the steep topography throughout the 

community.  Steep hills make walking more difficult for pedestrians, particularly those using mobility aids and the elderly. 

Á Support Programs and Initiatives.  The City of Port Moody provides a number of on-line resources for pedestrians and hikers, including 

maps of popular trails as well as different amenities available along trails and in parks.  The Cityôs Transportation Committee hosts an 

annual transportation fair that focuses on safety related issues.  In 2014, the primary focus was pedestrian safety.  The City is also 

working towards 100% accessibility at transit bus stops and provides annual sidewalk and letdown inspection programs to reduce trip 

hazards.   

 

Cycling  

The City of Port Moody recognizes the benefits of cycling to individuals, the community and the environment. Cycling is enjoyable, efficient, 

affordable, healthy, sociable, and a non-polluting form of transportation. Although cycling accounts for a relatively small portion of trips made by 

Port Moody residents, it is an important and growing mode of transportation in the city.  Some key facts about cycling in Port Moody include: 

Á Cycling Network. There are approximately 43 km of bicycle facilities within the City of Port Moody, including both paved and unpaved 

pathways (as shown in Figure E-2).  This includes almost 15 km of neighbourhood bikeways on quiet streets, and almost 9 km of on-

street bicycle lanes.  
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Figure E-2: Existing Bicycle Routes Á Regional Integration.  The City of 

Port Moody borders the City of Burnaby, 

City of Coquitlam, Village of Anmore and 

the Village of Belcarra, and as a result, 

provides an important regional connection 

for commuter travellers.   

Á Transit Integration.  Longer-

distance cycling trips can be combined 

with transit.  All of TransLinkôs buses are 

equipped with bicycle racks that can carry 

two bicycles at a time.  Bicycles are also 

permitted on all West Coast Express 

(WCE) Trains at any time (two bicycles are 

permitted per car).    

Á Topography.  Steep topography 

can have an even greater impact on 

cycling than on walking and is a significant 

challenge in many areas of the City. 

Á End-of-trip Facility 

Requirements.  The City of Port Moodyôs 

OCP encourages providing bicycle parking 

spaces and storage spaces in new 

developments.  The City is currently in the 

process of updating its Zoning Bylaw, which is expected to be complete in 2015.  The Bylaw update is anticipated to have a new section 

created that provides specific requirements for bicycle parking and storage.   

Á Support Programs.  The City of Port Moody supports cycling through events such as Bike to Work Week and collaborating with adjacent 

municipalities.   
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Transit  

Public transit is the primary alternative to automobile travel in Port Moody and across the region. In fact, public transit can offer competitive travel 

times and reduce overall environmental and community impacts of vehicle transportation. For those who do not drive, transit can often be the only 

option for getting to jobs, school, shopping areas, and recreational centres.  The existing transit system in Port Moody is made up of a variety of 

service types including HandyDART, Community Shuttle, local and regional bus service, B-Line bus service, West Coast Express and will soon 

include the Evergreen Line rapid transit service. 

TransLink is responsible for funding, planning, 

operating, and maintaining transit services 

throughout Metro Vancouver.  TransLinkôs 

Northeast Sector Area Transit Plan is currently 

being revised to correspond with the opening of the 

Evergreen Line.  

As noted previously, public transit accounts for 

approximately 16% of all trips to work made by Port 

Moody residents, although it only accounts for 9% 

of all daily trips.  This higher mode share for transit 

to work trips is a reflection of the fact that most 

transit trips made by Port Moody residents are 

longer distance, commute trips destined to Burnaby 

and New Westminster (23% of transit trips) or 

Vancouver and UBC (18% of all trips).  Most transit 

trips made by Port Moody residents are made to 

travel to work or school, although a significant 

proportion of transit trips are also made for personal 

business, recreation or social purposes, or 

shopping.  Some key facts about transit in Port 

Moody include: 

Á Trip Destinations.  Overall, half (50%) of 

bus or Skytrain trips starting in Port Moody 

end in the Northeast sector, while almost a 

Figure E-3: Service Frequency 



 

 
Discussion Paper #1 
Existing Transportation Conditions  

E-8 Port Moody Master Transportation Plan 

Discussion Paper 1 ï Setting the Context 

quarter (23%) end in Burnaby / New Westminster, and 18% end in Vancouver or UBC. Only 8% of bus or SkyTrain trips that begin in Port 

Moody end in other areas. 

Á Service Levels. Bus service in Port Moody is provided seven days a week. There are a number of different routes that operate at different 

most routes operate between 15 minute and 30 minute peak period service.  At off-peak periods there are some community routes that 

can operate at one bus every 60 minutes.  Transit is most effective when busses operate at least every 15 minutes to be competitive with 

automobile travel.   

Á Route coverage. The existing transit network provides service within a reasonable walking distance to most Port Moody residents, as 

most developed areas of the City are within 400 metres ï approximately a five minute walk ï from a bus stop. In addition, a significant 

amount of people living in central Port Moody are located within 400 metres of a frequent transit network bus stop. However, there are 

some gaps in transit network coverage where some residents are beyond a 400 metres walk from a bus stop.    

Á Evergreen Line. Evergreen Line is scheduled to open in 2016 with two stations in Port Moody.  The completion of the Evergreen Line is 

expected to have a significant impact on travel patterns within the City and Northeast Sector.    In response to these impacts, Port Moody 

along with other municipalities in the Northeast Sector have worked with TransLink over the past two years to develop a new Area Transit 

Plan.  The first phase of the Northeast Sector Area Transit Plan, Evergreen Line integration, is planned for deployment in advance of the 

Evergreen Line opening.  The new plan will reallocate bus service hours from the discontinued 97 B-Line to local bus services.  The 97 B-

Line will be discontinued as this route parallels the Evergreen Rapid Transit Line.  

Streets  

The street network is designed to support mobility for all modes of travel including general purpose motor vehicle traffic, goods movement, transit, 

walking, and cycling.  Some of the key facts about the street network in Port Moody include: 

Á Road classification and jurisdiction. The city has an established street network hierarchy that is based on the typical form and function 

of each street.  The Cityôs classification establishes a hierarchy that provides for a range in function from access to mobility.  Port Moody 

has roads classified as the Major Road Network (MRN), Arterial, Collector, and Local Roads. 

Á Traffic Controls.  There are 31 traffic signals in Port Moody, including nine new traffic signals that have been implemented in Port Moody 

since the 2005 MTP.   
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Á Congestion and Delay.  The overall performance of an urban road network is typically measured by the delays experienced at major 

intersections, also referred to as Level of Service (LOS).   Based on a six point scale from A to F, LOS A suggests that there is no delay 

and LOS F indicates that there is significant delay and queuing; LOS C or better is generally used as the target for planning purposes. 

While most signalized intersections in Port Moody operate at acceptable levels of service (LOS A to C) in both the AM and PM peak hours 

as seen in Figure E-4, there are intersections along St. Johns Street, Murray Street, and Moody Street that are functioning at a level of C 

or lower.  With population growth in Port Moody and surrounding areas in the coming years, congestion and delay will increase at some 

key locations within the city.   

Á Safety. On average, the total 

number of collisions involving a motor 

vehicle have been generally decreasing 

since 2007.  However, the highest collision 

locations in the City are found at 

intersections along major traffic corridors. 

Between 2009 and 2013, intersections 

with the highest incidence of collisions 

include: Barnet Highway / Ioco Road, Ioco 

Road / Murray Street-Guildford Way, St 

Johns Street / Williams Street, Ioco Road / 

Ungless Way-Heritage Mountain 

Boulevard, Barnet Highway / Clarke 

Street, and St Johns Street / Moody 

Street. 

Á Goods Movement. The City of 

Port Moody does not have a designated 

truck route however significant goods 

movement occurs through the municipality 

along Port Moodyôs east-west spine, St 

Johns Street, and core regional 

connectors Barnet Highway and Clarke 

Road.  

 

Figure E-4: Existing Level of Service 
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Moving Forward  

TransPort Moody is being developed over a five phase process over the next 12 months, as summarized below: 

 

Á Phase 1: Project Launch involves collecting and reviewing relevant background information and data; conducting traffic counts; 

developing the base travel demand model; and initiating communications and engagement activities. 

Á Phase 2: Discovering involves preparing a detailed understanding of the cityôs existing transportation system, identifying current issues 

and opportunities for the road, transit, pedestrian, and cycling networks.   

Á Phase 3: Visioning involves developing a shared vision for Port Moodyôs transportation system in the future, along with supporting goals, 

objectives and targets. 

Á Phase 4: Planning involves exploring the possibilities for each mode of transportation individually before developing an integrated plan 

that reflects the aspirations and directions for each mode.  By understanding the possibilities for each mode, we will develop a long-term 

plan that reflects the direction of each mode. 

Á Phase 5: Moving Forward will ensure that the Plan is affordable and implementable and includes developing cost estimates along with a 

phasing and funding strategy that is line with the Cityôs available resources 
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The Plan will be developed based on extensive input from the public and key 

stakeholders, using a range of communications tools and engagement approaches.  

Key communication tools that will be used to raise awareness about the Plan include a 

project website, social media, media and advertising, and newsletter mail outs.   

Stakeholders will be engaged throughout the process, including through the following 

ways: 

Á Steering Committee which is made up of senior City of Port Moody staff and 

council representation 

Á Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is intended to ensure internal and 

external agencies are informed on the development of TransPort Moody. 

Á Public Advisory Committee Meeting (PAC) is made up of members of the 

public that represent different groups within the City of Port Moody.   

Á Civic Committees.  The planning of TransPort Moody should include 

communication with the Transportation Committee as well as the other civic 

committees. 

Á Community Members will be engaged throughout the process through a 

series of public events, workshops, and surveys.  Finally, City Council is 

ultimately responsible for adopting the Master Transportation Plan, and 

supporting the recommended implementation activities. As such, council presentations are to be made throughout the course of the study 

to update City Council on start of the project, the progress and timeline of the Master Transportation Plan, and provide direction for 

subsequent tasks.  

This Discussion Paper is the first of four that will be developed during the development of the Plan.  The purpose of this Discussion Paper is to 

help determine the overreaching vision, goals, and targets for the Master Transportation Plan.  Over the coming months, the City will be working 

with the public and stakeholders to develop a renewed vision for moving forward for transportation in Port Moody.   
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1.0  Intro duction  
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The City of Port Moody is a growing, vibrant, and family-oriented community of approximately 35,000 residents located in the Northeast Sector of 

Metro Vancouver at the end of Burrard Inlet.  Port Moody is one of the most compact and densely populated cities in Metro Vancouver, and is 

growing along with neighbouring communities.  The City has been experiencing steady growth since the 1970s, and the population is expected to 

continue to increase in the future, with an additional 16,000 residents projected by 2045.  Even more significant growth is projected in surrounding 

communities, with an estimated 140,000 additional residents projected in the Northeast Sector by 2045.  Anticipated growth in the City and 

surrounding communities will place increasing pressure on the Cityôs multi-modal transportation system for both local and regional travel in the 

coming years.   

The Cityôs existing Master Transportation Plan was adopted in 2005 and provided recommendations for the road network, non-motorized 

transportation, and transit over the short, medium, and long-term.  Since the 2005 Plan was adopted, the City has made significant progress 

implementing many of the recommendations.  There have also been several other changes in Port Moody and the surrounding area since 2005.  

The City has adopted several overarching documents in recent years, including a new Official Community Plan (OCP), Council Strategic Plan for 

2015 ï 2018, Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and Community Sustainability Plan.  The City has also prepared a draft Master Cycling Plan.  In 

addition to these recent City plans and policies, TransLink recently developed the first part of an update to the Regional Transportation Strategy 

and is currently developing an updated Northeast Sector Area Transit Plan, and the Evergreen Line is currently under construction with an 

opening currently planned for the fall of 2016.  As a result of these and other factors, the City is looking to update its 2005 Master Transportation 

Plan to reflect updated transportation conditions and changing priorities for the City. 

1.1  Plan Purpose  

The overall goal of the updated Master Transportation Plan ï TransPort Moody ï will  be  to  identify  ways to  ensure  the  quality  of  life,  

economic  vibrancy,  and environmental sustainability of the City while managing the  impacts  of  non-local  regional  traffic  through  the 

community.   The  updated  Plan  will  serve  to  guide  the Cityôs  transportation  investments  and  decision-making over the next 25 years and 

beyond.  The Plan will be a comprehensive, multi-modal plan that will also identify ways to encourage walking, cycling, and transit use to schools, 

businesses, recreational facilities, and employment centres throughout the City, with a particular focus on areas of growth and development, 

particularly within the Inlet Centre area and along major corridors such as St. Johns Street, Clarke Street, Murray Street, and Ioco Road. 
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1.2  Study Process  

TransPort Moody is being developed over a five phase process, as summarized below: 

 

 

Á Phase 1: Project Launch involves collecting and reviewing relevant background information and data; conducting traffic counts; 

developing the base travel demand model; and initiating communications and engagement activities. 

Á Phase 2: Discovering involves preparing a detailed understanding of the Cityôs existing transportation system, identifying current issues 

and opportunities for the road, transit, pedestrian, and cycling networks.   

Á Phase 3: Visioning involves developing a shared vision for Port Moodyôs transportation system in the future, along with supporting goals, 

objectives and targets. 

Á Phase 4: Planning involves exploring the possibilities for each mode of transportation individually before developing an integrated plan 

that reflects the aspirations and directions for each mode.   

Á Phase 5: Moving Forward will ensure that the Plan is affordable and implementable and includes developing cost estimates along with a 

phasing and funding strategy that is line with the Cityôs available resources.     
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1.3  Communications  and Engagement  

TransPort Moody is being developed based on extensive input from the public and key stakeholders, using a range of communications tools and 

engagement approaches.  Key communication tools that will be used to raise awareness about the Plan include:  

Á Project Website. The City has established a dedicated project webpage on the Cityôs website.  The webpage provides project 

information, raises awareness about the project and events, and is used to gather input and comments. 

Á Social media is a key part of the communications approach, and will be used for event announcements and plan updates via Facebook 

and Twitter.   

Á Media and Adverting.  Awareness has been generated for the Master Transportation Plan through the media, including press releases 

and updates on the MTP process.  Media and advertising will helped to  keep  the  project  top  of  mind  for  the  duration  of the process.  

Á Newsletter Mail Out.  Project updates have been and will continue to be 

sent out in the City of Port Moodyôs Focus Newsletter, which is mailed to 

every household in the City.  These will be easy to read and visually 

appealing updates that highlight key messages, project benefits and 

opportunities for stakeholders to participate.  

In addition, the Plan will be developed based on extensive engagement with 

the public and stakeholders, including the following: 

Á Steering Committee.  This committee is made up of senior City of Port 

Moody staff and council representation, the purpose of this committee is to 

ensure that senior staff, administration and Council are regularly informed 

about the plan.   

Á Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  The TAC committee is intended 

to ensure internal and external agencies are informed on the development 

of TransPort Moody.  Some of the members of TAC are representatives 

from TransLink/CMBC, ICBC, Evergreen Line, neighbouring municipalities, 

local business and Fraser Health among others. 

Á Public Advisory Committee (PAC).  The PAC is made up of members of 

the public that represent different groups within the City of Port Moody.  

These groups include different community associations, local non-profit 
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organizations, business interests, HUB, and a number of other key public groups. PAC will also include representatives from municipal 

civic committees including the Cityôs Land Use, Transportation, Community Care, Parks and Recreation, and Economic Development 

Committees.  

Á Tri City Transportation Task Force a group comprised of senior transportation staff and Councillors representation from Port Moody, 

Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam will be informed on the progress and key initiatives of the plan  

Á Community Members will be engaged throughout the process through a series of public events, workshops, and surveys.  The first 

series of community engagement has included: 

Á An Open House at Rocky Point Park on July 1, 2015 as part of the Cityôs Canada Day festivities.  Approximately 300 people 

attended the booth between 10:00am and 4:00pm.  The purpose of the booth was to share information about TransPort Moody, 

what it is, how to get involved, and to provide some information about existing transportation conditions.  The booth included, 

information boards, included a station for people to write down what they like or donôt like about transporting by the different 

modes in Port Moody, and an opportunity to complete a hard copy of the survey, there were over 60 surveys completed at the 

event. 

Á World Café Discussion at the City Hall Galleria on July 9, 2015 was attended by approximately 40 individuals representing 

stakeholders and residents of Port Moody.  The purpose of the meeting was to provide an overview of the Plan process, present 

what has been learnt so far, confirm and deepen our understanding of issues, and hear from a number different people with 

different perspectives.   

Á Transportation Issues, Opportunities and Priorities Survey that was available both on-line and through hard copies.  The 

survey was available between June 22 and July 7, 2015, 369 completed surveys were received.   

Á Council.  City Council is ultimately responsible for adopting the Master Transportation Plan, and supporting the recommended 

implementation activities. As such, council presentations are to be made throughout the course of the study to update City Council on start 

of the project, the progress and timeline of the Master Transportation Plan, and provide direction for subsequent tasks. 

1.4  Report Structure  

This is the first Discussion Paper developed as part of the Master Transportation Plan process.   This Discussion Paper is structured to provide a 

comprehensive overview of Port Moodyôs local context and transportation context within the early chapters, with subsequent chapters providing a 

mode-specific discussion on the walking, cycling, transit, and streets within Port Moody (Chapters 3-6)   Parking, major roads and streets, and 

goods movement which are also key components of Port Moody`s transportation system are included in the streets chapter. The discussion 

around each of the topic areas in Chapters 3-6 are framed to describe the policy context, recent projects, as well as the perceived key issues and 

opportunities that were gathered through various public consultation activities. The majority of the information presented in these chapters is the 

result of a technical and analytical existing conditions assessment.  
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2.0  Community Profile  
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This section describes the planning context for the Master Transportation Plan. This includes a summary of the key characteristics of the 

community as they relate to transportation, as well as the local and external policy context that will shape and guide the Plan.  

 

2.1  Community  Context  

The City of Port Moody is a waterfront community of approximately 35,000 residents located in the Northeast Sector of Metro Vancouver at the 

end of Burrard Inlet.  It is a vibrant community with a diverse history. As noted previously, it is one of the most compact and densely populated 

cities in Metro Vancouver, and is growing rapidly along with its neighbouring communities.  The City has been experiencing steady growth since 

the 1970s, and the population is expected to continue to increase significantly in the future.  In fact, between 2001 and 2011, Port Moodyôs 

population grew by 36%, making it one of the fastest growing cities in the region.  This rapid growth is expected to continue in the future not only in 

Port Moody but also in nearby communities in the Northeast Sector as well as throughout Metro Vancouver.    

Overall, the City of Port Moody has a unique transportation context, with historic, local, and regional activities influencing the shape of the 

communityôs land use patterns and transportation network. The following section describes some of the key issues and opportunities that will 

shape the approach to developing an updated Master Transportation Plan. 

Á Enhance the Cityôs streets for local travel while managing the impacts of regional traffic.  The City of Port Moody is strategically 

located in the Northeast Sector of Metro Vancouver and is home to several important regional transportation corridors and facilities, 

including the Barnet Highway, West Coast Express, and soon the Evergreen SkyTrain Line.  Due to its central location in the Northeast 

Sector, the Cityôs transportation network faces pressures from regional through traffic to and from surrounding communities during peak 

periods.  Analysis conducted by TransLink found that over half (55%) of trips on the Barnet Highway during the morning peak hour 

consisted of regional through traffic that originated outside of Port Moody, most of these trips originated from the City of Coquitlam.  The 

majority of regional travel through the community is accommodated on major east-west corridors such as St. Johns Street / Barnet 

Highway, and Clarke Street / Murray Street / Guildford Way.     

Many of the surrounding municipalities are high growth communities,  as  the  Northeast  Sector  is  anticipated to  accommodate  over  

150,000  additional  residents by  2045.  As  such,  understanding  the  impacts  of population  growth  is  extremely  important  to  identify 

future transportation challenges and opportunities.  This means not only understanding population projections for the City of Port Moody, 

but recognizing that even more significant population growth is anticipated for other nearby communities.  A key component of the plan will 

be understanding the local needs of Port Moody residents by improving local accessibility and mobility within the community, while 

managing the impacts of regional through traffic.   
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Á A shift to sustainable transportation.  According to the 2011 National Household Survey, the majority (80%) of Port Moodyôs residents 

commute to work by automobile, followed by public transit (16%), walking (2%), and bicycling (1%).  The City of Port Moody recognizes 

the health and economic costs associated with increased use of automobiles.  The Cityôs OCP outlines the importance of encouraging and 

promoting sustainable transportation modes to ensuring City-wide goals are achieved.  These goals have been outlined in the OCP that 

focus on providing more transportation choices to reduce the use of the private automobile and the congestion and pollution which 

accompanies it. 

Á The Evergreen Line will significantly change transportation and land use patterns.  The Evergreen Line is currently under 

construction and is expected to be complete in 2016.  Once complete, it will be an 11km  SkyTrain  Line,  with  two  of  the  seven  stations 

located  within  the City of Port Moody.  The Moody Centre and Inlet Centre Stations are anticipated to have a significant impact on 

transportation patterns within the City of Port Moody.  The Cityôs OCP identifies a need to focus on integrating Transit Oriented 

Development (TOD) around these stations.  Areas within 400 and 800 metres of the stations are expected to see new mixed-use 

developments with higher densities that will increase the residential population, employment base, and economic opportunities around the 

SkyTrain Stations.  It is believed that the homes and businesses located within 400 and 800 metres of the stations will have fewer vehicle 

trips and more trips by transit, walking, and cycling than other neighbourhoods within the City.  The Evergreen Rapid Transit Line will 

provide the people moving capacity of 4000 people per hour, this is equivalent to a four-lane highway. As the plan progresses determining 

how best to utilize this new infrastructure will be a key aspect of consideration. 

Á Ensure parking supply is well managed.  With the completion of the Evergreen Line comes a need for park-and-ride facilities.  

Considerations  need  to  be made  for  parking  facilities  at  the  new  Evergreen  Line stations for both the short-term and the long-term.  

This includes an understanding of the number of spaces that will be required for opening day and over the long-term as ridership levels 

increase and residential and employment units grow.   Parking considerations will need to be made not only around the stations but in the 

town centre as a whole, as well as other key destinations within the City that generate high levels of parking, such as Eagle Ridge Hospital 

and Rocky Point Park. 

Á Focus on key areas of the City.  While it is recognized that the Master Transportation Plan is a City-wide plan, it is clear that there are 

key areas within the City that will be the primary focus of detailed analysis and study.  These are the areas that are expected to have the 

most significant growth and undergo transformation over the coming years in and around the Inlet Centre neighbourhood.  As touched on 

above, this includes major corridors such as St. Johns Street, Clarke Street, Murray Street, and Ioco Road.  These corridors have already 

been identified as potential Complete Streets that have the potential to become streets that are comfortable and inviting for all road users 

and become destinations in and of themselves, inviting visitors to come and stay and enjoy the services and amenities available.   
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Á Enhance local streets outside of the Inlet Centre. While a large portion of the Master Transportation Plan will be focused on 

transportation planning in and around the Inlet Centre area, streets outside of this area will still be considered, particularly as they provide 

access to schools, parks, trail networks, and in many cases are also transit routes.  This includes the transportation network in 

neighbourhoods such as Glenayre, Chineside, Heritage Woods, Pleasantside and Ioco.   

Á Create an affordable and manageable implantation plan.  Ultimately, for the Master Transportation Plan to be successful, it must be 

affordable and implementable.  The Plan will have to take into consideration the City of Port Moodyôs current and future levels of 

investment.  The plan will include an implementation plan that will include a list of proposed projects, a timeline for completion, preliminary 

cost estimates, as well as some insight into potential partnership and additional funding sources. 

While these can be identified as some major overarching influences on the transportation system, there are also more specific factors which 

influence transportation choices and patterns in Port Moody. The following sections describe in more detail the City of Port Moodyôs 

demographics, land use, and transportation characteristics that influence the direction of the MTP. 

 

2.2  Demographic  Context  

Demographics play a significant role in influencing transportation choices and travel patterns. This section summarizes key demographic 

characteristics of Port Moody residents.  

Á A growing community and region. The City has grown rapidly over the past two decades and beyond ï nearly doubling in size between 

1991 and 2011.  Although Port Moody will continue to experience rapid growth with an additional 16,000 residents projected by 2045, 

much more significant growth is projected in surrounding communities, with 145,000 additional residents projected in the Northeast Sector 

by 2045 (see Figure 1).  The anticipated growth in the City and surrounding communities will place significant pressure on the Cityôs multi-

modal transportation network for both local and regional travel in the coming years.   
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Figure 1: Population Growth in Port Moody and the Northeast Sector, 1991 ï 2045 

 

Á A young population. Port Moody is home to a significant youth population, with nearly a third of the population (31%) being 24 years of 

age or younger in 2011, as shown in Figure 2.  This segment of the population is particularly important to focus on for travel demand, as 

most youth do not have access to automobiles and are reliant upon transit, walking, cycling and carpooling.   In fact, among children and 

youth aged 5 to 19, walking, cycling, transit and carpool make up over 95% of trips made by this age group in Port Moody.  The proportion 

of trips made by walking, cycling, transit, and carpooling is still significant among the 20 to 29 age group, as these modes account for 

nearly 40% of all trips among this age group.  However, as residents enter their thirties, the proportion of trips made by sustainable 

transportation decreases.  The automobile is the predominant mode of transportation among Port Moody residents aged from 30 to 59 

years, representing between 80% and 90% of all trips among these age groups.  
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Á A growing seniors population.  Currently, seniors 

aged 65 and over make up a relatively small portion of 

the Cityôs population (9% of Port Moody residents) 

However, seniors are the most rapidly growing age 

group in Port Moody, and the number of seniors will 

more than double through 2045, representing an 

increase from approximately 3,110 seniors in 2011 to 

approximately 8,400 in 2045, as seen in Figure 2.  

Travel behaviour typically changes as older groups 

create new and varied transportation needs. For 

example, seniors tend to travel more during the mid-

day and are also more reliant on transit services as 

compared to people in the labour force who travel 

mostly for commuting purpose. Seniors also require 

accessible, safe, and well-connected transit and active 

transportation infrastructure to move freely around 

their communities without a vehicle. This is particularly 

important since senior are the fastest growing age group in Port Moody.  While driving continues to be the main form of transportation for 

most age groups, there is an increase in both walking and transit use among seniors in Port Moody, particularly those aged 65 and above. 

Á High population densities and mixed use developments.  The City of Port Moody is one of the most compact cities in Metro 

Vancouver as the bulk of the higher density developments are located in a compact area in and around Inlet Centre.  Higher density 

developments have been concentrated in the Inlet Centre and Moody Centre areas in recent years, and are planned to continue to 

increase around future SkyTrain stations and in key locations of the City.  While densities and land use type is unlikely to significantly 

change in many of the other established residential neighbourhoods in Port Moody, Moody Centre, Inlet Centre, and the lands within at 

least 400 metres of the new SkyTrain stations will see an increase in the medium to high density residential and commercial developments 

ranging from an average of 3 to 12 storeys and higher.  These developments will be characterized as being pedestrian-friendly and mixed-

use, and their proximity to a variety of destinations and the Evergreen Line will encourage walking, cycling, and transit use. 

Á Increased job growth. While population growth has been increasing over the past two decades, this has not been the case for local 

employment opportunities and job growth.  The Cityôs OCP identifies the goal of working towards a ratio that has the number of jobs in the 

Figure 2: Age of Port Moody Population (2011 and 2045) 

Source: TransLink Regional Trip Model 
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Figure 3: Current and Projected Employment (2011 to 2045) 

Source: TransLink Regional Trip Model 

City equal to the number of employed residents.  Currently this is not the case, however, as noted above, many of the planned new 

developments for Moody Centre, Inlet Centre, and around the new transit stations will be mixed use with space for commercial and retail 

uses.  Projected job growth within the City of Port Moody and the Northeast sector can be seen below in Figure 3.  Having more jobs 

located in the City of Port Moody provides residents with more employment opportunities close to home, shorter travel distances can 

promote alternative mode share options.  This means that currently many Port Moody residents are having to travel outside of the city 

daily.   

2.3  Land Use  Context  

Á Development Patterns.  The Cityôs physical 

geography and topography has impacted its 

development patterns.  Along the shores of Burrard 

Inlet and the areas with flatter topography is the 

location of higher density mixed use and residential 

developments as well as marina and industrial land 

uses.  In contrast, many of the predominantly single 

family residential neighbourhoods are perched along 

the hills that encircle Burrard Inlet, as seen in Map 1.  
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Á Commercial Areas. Employment is mainly distributed within commercial developments and industrial areas.  The majority of the industrial 

land uses are found along Murray Street and Columbia Street adjacent to Burrard Inlet.  Commercial land use is found mainly along 

Spring Street and St. Johnôs Street in Moody Centre, and mixed-use developments are found in Inlet Centre, including NewPort Village.  

These three areas are the main employment destinations within the city. 

Á Community Facilities.  Many of Port Moodyôs important cultural and civic facilities are located in Moody Centre and Inlet Centre, 

including City Hall, the Library, Inlet Theatre and Galleria, Port Moody Arena, and Port Moody Recreation Centre. 

Map 1: Existing Land Use 
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Á Schools.  There are seven elementary schools, one middle school, and two secondary schools located within the City of Port Moody: 

Á Heritage Woods ï Secondary School 

Á Port Moody ï Secondary School 

Á Moody ï Middle School 

Á Aspenwood ï Elementary School 

Á Glenayre ï Elementary School 

Á Heritage Mountain ï Elementary School 

Á Moody ï Elementary School 

Á Mountain Meadows Elementary School 

Á Pleasantside ï Elementary School 

Á Seaview Community School ï Elementary School  
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2.4  Policy Context  

Several relevant policy documents have been developed locally, regionally, and provincially that provide direction and guidance on issues of land 

use, growth management, development, transportation planning, and environmental sustainability. This section provides a description of relevant 

policies and initiatives at the municipal, regional, and provincial levels which can help influence and shape the direction of Port Moodyôs Master 

Transportation Plan. 

2.5  Municipal Initiatives & Directions  

The City has undertaken several planning initiatives and strategies that provide overarching direction for the Master Transportation Plan This 

section describes the municipal directions provided through key local policy documents. 

Á Master Transportation Plan (2005).  The 2005 Master Transportation provided a list of projects and an implementation strategy for the 

road, pedestrian, and cycling networks.  While the bulk of the projects were focused on improving the road network for motor vehicles, 

there were considerations for other modes.  Since the development of the plan, nearly all proposed projects identified within a 10 year 

timeline have been either completed, are underway, or have been studied and considered for feasibility in some form.   

Á Official Community Plan (2014). The City recently adopted an updated OCP that provides broader directions and goals for nine different 

directions including transportation.  The OCP includes the following Community Vision: 

óPort Moody, City of Arts, is a unique, safe, vibrant waterfront city of strong neighbourhoods; a complete community that is 

sustainable and values its natural environment and heritage as well as: 

Á Protecting, remediating and enhancing the communityôs environmentally sensitive resources  

Á Maintaining the ñsmall townò character of the community;  

Á Encourage developments that respect the community and are functional, universally accessible, exhibit good urban 

design and are environmentally sound; 

Á Encourage physical development and cultural activities that enhance the sense of community; 

Á Supporting community involvement and input; and  

Á Seeking a balance between environmental, economic, social and cultural sustainability in all decision making.ô 
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A number of the goals and directions identified in the OCP have a significant impact on the transportation network including the increasing 

densities and mixed use developments in Inlet Centre and Moody Centre, transit-oriented developments, the Evergreen Line, the 

promotion of alternative modes of transportation, and managing local and regional transit.  The OCP identifies the importance of land use 

on transportation mode choice.  There are two community goals specific to transportation: 

Á Traffic: To relieve traffic congestion on major streets and intersections and reduce the negative impacts of regional through-traffic 

on the livability of the City 

Á Transportation Choice: To increase transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities which promote transportation choices and reduce 

the use of the private automobile and the congestion and pollution which accompanies it. 

Á Port Moody Council Strategic Plan 2015 ï 2018.  The Strategic Plan for 2015 to 2018 identifies Port Moodyôs priorities and 

demonstrates how the City will face ongoing local and regional changes.  Seven strategic priorities have been identified and include the 

following list 

  

 

 

 

Specific to transportation, the strategic priority for Moving People identifies the following outcomes and actions: 

Á Outcome: Enhance City transportation planning 

Á Actions:  

o Finalize input, develop and implement a Master Transportation Plan  

o Optimize transportation synergies through Evergreen preparation and other planning initiatives (parking plans, northeast 

area transit plan, regional transportation input, etc.) 

o Support public transportation 

Á Outcome: Effective connections between our neighbourhoods 

Á Actions: 

o Connect our waterfront to Moody Centre 
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o Create safe and connected cycling for commuters 

o Ensure compliance of no new traffic on Ioco Road as/if development of the Ioco Town site occurs 

o Support public transportation 

o Create safe and efficient non-vehicle access to Inlet Centre Station 

Á Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2015).  The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was completed in early 2015.  Through the 

development of the plan it was established based on a statically significant community survey that a large percentage of residents walk 

and bike for exercise and recreation.  Trails and pathways were the top priority for improved outdoor recreation and the third choose was 

for better and/or more roadside bikeways.  Indicating the importance of walking and cycling for recreational purposes.  As part of the Parks 

and Recreation Master Plan vision notes that the preparation of a comprehensive trail and walkway network plan, coordinating trails and 

bikeways, and expanding the trial system are required. 

Á Asset Management Plan (2013).  The Asset Management Plan was done to determine the remaining useful life of existing City 

infrastructure, including roads.  The plan also determines the replacement values and the level of funding required to sustain the Cityôs 

infrastructure over the long term.  The Plan found that the overall road condition rated ñfairò, and identified the level of investment required 

annually to maintain existing transportation infrastructure. 

Á Community Sustainability Plan (2011).  The City of Port Moody developed a Community Sustainability Plan that addresses the Cityôs 

goals based on four pillars: environmental, economic, social, and cultural.  The Plan identifies 20 areas, including transportation, land use 

planning, and neighbourhood planning a series of goals has been developed for each and a number of action items have been developed 

to be completed with the focus of achieving the identified goal.  The goals for Transportation Planning include: 

Á Enhance opportunities for pedestrian and cycling movements. 

Á Address mass transit improvements and priorities vs. single occupant vehicles. 

Á Encourage TransLink to provide more frequent service to Port Moody neighbourhoods including rapid transit and shuttle buses. 

Á Draft Cycling Master Plan (2012). The draft Cycling Master Plan was developed by the City of Port Moody identifies a number of 

proposed cycling projects including plans for the installation of additional on-street and off-street bicycle facilities within the City of Port 

Moody based on short, medium, and long term timelines. This plan, in draft form, has to prioritize cycling improvement projects leading to 

the completion of several high priority projects over the past 3 years. 
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2.6  External Initiatives & Directions  

There are also several external plans and strategies developed by TransLink, surrounding municipalities, and other agencies that guide the 

directions Master Transportation Plan.  These documents include Metro Vancouverôs Regional Growth Strategy (2011); TransLinkôs Regional 

Transportation Strategy Strategic Framework (2013), Regional Cycling Strategy (2011), and Northeast Sector Area Transit Plan; and other 

adjacent municipalitiesô Official Community Plans and Master Transportation Plans.   

 

  



 

 
Discussion Paper #1 
Existing Transportation Conditions  

19 Port Moody Master Transportation Plan 

Discussion Paper 1 ï Setting the Context 

2.7  Travel Patterns  

There are two main sources of information on travel patterns in the City of Port Moody, including the 2011 Statistics Canada Census and 2011 

TransLink`s Regional Trip Diary.  While these two data sources report on different information together they help to provide a more complete 

picture of travel patterns and demand throughout the City.   

2.7.1 Mode Share  

According to the 2011 National Household Survey, the majority (80%) of residents commute to work by automobile, followed by 16% by public 

transit, 2% by walking, and 1% who ride their bicycle to work (Figure 4), although these travel patterns vary throughout the City, with the highest 

use of sustainable modes of transportation (walking, cycling and transit) being found in the Inlet Centre neighbourhood.  In contrast, the lowest 

mode shares for sustainable transportation are found in the hillside neighbourhoods such as Heritage Woods, which consist primarily of lower 

density residential land uses and automobile-oriented suburban-style networks.  With a significant portion of trips made by automobile throughout 

the City, the largest greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions source within the City is on-road transportation (55%) followed by buildings and solid 

waste.   

Figure 4:  Mode Share of Commute Trips in Port Moody, 2011 
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TransLinkôs 2011 Trip Diary Survey provides additional data regarding all trips made by Port Moody residents ï not just commuting trips.  

According to the Trip Diary Survey, approximately 19% of all trips are made by walking, cycling and transit.  A comparison of the National 

Household Survey (2011) and TransLink Regional Trip Diary (2011) can be found in the table below.  The results show that when taking into 

consideration all trips, a larger percentage of Port Moody residents walk for daily trips.  It also shows that more people are taking transit to travel to 

and from work then part of their daily travel patterns. 

Mode 
2011 TransLink Trip 

Diary 

2011 Census (daily 

commute trips) 

Automobile 82% 80% 

Public Transit 8% 16% 

Walking 10% 2% 

Cycling 0.5% 1% 

 

2.7.2  City -Wide Travel Patterns  

Port Moodyôs transportation network faces significant pressures from regional through traffic to and from surrounding communities to the east, 

particularly for traffic to and from the City of Coquitlam during peak periods.  Major east-west corridors such as St. Johns Street / Barnet Highway, 

and Clarke Street / Murray Street / Guildford Way accommodate the majority of this east-west traffic travelling through the community.   

The cityôs previous Master Transportation Plan found that nearly two-thirds (63%) of eastbound traffic during the PM peak from the Barnet 

Highway was through traffic destined to communities east of Port Moody, with only 37% of eastbound traffic from the Barnet Highway being local 

traffic destined to Port Moody. 

More recently, TransLink has updated the Regional Transportation Model to 2011 base year conditions and 2041 future conditions which allows 

for a comparison from the 2005 Plan and 2011 conditions (although a direct comparison is not available).  TransLink has provided the City with an 

analysis showing traffic volumes at four points on the Cityôs street network during the AM peak hour (7:30 to 8:30 am) in the 2011 base case 

scenario.   This analysis found that while Port Moody generates 45% of westbound trips during the AM peak hour, over half (55%) of trips on the 

Barnet Highway is regional through traffic that originates outside of Port Moody.  The majority of this through traffic from outside Port Moody was 

found to originate from Coquitlam, particularly from Westwood Plateau and Coquitlam City Centre.  Traffic from communities further east than 

Coquitlam (such as Port Coquitlam, Pitt Meadows and Maple Ride) was negligible on the Barnet Highway, as residents travelling westbound from 

these communities are instead using the Mary Hill Bypass or Lougheed Highway to access Highway 1. 



 

 
Discussion Paper #1 
Existing Transportation Conditions  

21 Port Moody Master Transportation Plan 

Discussion Paper 1 ï Setting the Context 

Based on these findings, it is not anticipated that the volumes of traffic using these east-west corridors will see significant increases.  This is 

because as noted, most of this traffic is being generated from either Westwood Plateau, which is largely built out and is not expected to see 

significant further population growth, or from Coquitlam City Centre.  Traffic generated from areas of planned population growth in Coquitlam (such 

as Coquitlam City Centre and Northeast Coquitlam) as well as communities east of Coquitlam are expected to make use of the Mary Hill Bypass 

and/or Lougheed Highway to access Highway 1 based on the results of the Regional Transportation Model. 

2.7.3  Trip Characteristics  

As noted previously, the TransLink 2011 Regional Trip Diary collects data on all transportation trips made within the region.  This includes all daily 

trips and provides additional information that is beneficial to understanding travel patterns including trip distance, purpose, and demographic 

information about residents by mode choice.  Detailed summaries of trip characteristics are provided in Appendix C and are summarized below.  

Á Trip Purpose.  The 2011 Trip Diary Survey asked respondents to identify the primary purpose of their trips.  Auto driver or passenger trips 

are taken to satisfy a wide array of trip purposes. Excluding home-bound trips, 25% of auto trips are taken to go to work / university, and 

8% to go to grade school.  The remaining two-thirds of auto trips are taken for non-commute purposes.   

Trip purpose is different for other modes.  For transit, while the majority trips on West Coast Express trips are made for commuting to 

work, trips on the bus and SkyTrain are taken for a wider variety of purposes, although a heavy focus remains for commute oriented trips.  

Approximately half of all walking and cycling trips (54%) are for school trips. 

Á Trip Distance.  In general, for longer trips leaving Port Moody, car and public transit are the modes most often used, with 26% of 

automobile trips and 38% of transit trips being 10 kilometres or more.  For cycling, 62% of daily trips are 6km or less, while 38% are 10km 

or longer. Comparatively, walking trips tend to be shorter, with 88% of daily walking trips for distances less than 2 kilometres. 

The majority of auto trips remain local within Port Moody and the Northeast Sector, as over half (56%) of automobile trips are less than 6 

km. It was also found that many bus and SkyTrain trips are also local, with 45% of bus and SkyTrain trips being less than 6 km in distance.   

Á Trip Destinations.  As alluded to above in terms of trip distances, a significant amount of daily trips from Port Moody remain within the 

Northeast Sector of Metro Vancouver (including Port Moody).  This is especially true for walking (99%) and automobile travel (70%). 

Approximately half (51%) of daily transit trips are to Northeast Sector destinations, with 23% of transit trips destined to Burnaby or New 

Westminster (Figure 5).   
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For cycling trips, 62% are to Northeast Sector destinations, and over one quarter (26%) of cycling trips are made to the adjacent cities of 

Burnaby and New Westminster.  A larger proportion of bicycle (38%) and transit (49%) trips from Port Moody are to destinations outside of 

the Northeast Sector compared to automobile destinations (30%).  

Figure 5: Trip Destination by Mode  

Source: 2011 TransLink Regional Trip Diary 
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Figure 6: Mode Share by Age Group 

Source: 2011 TransLink Regional Trip Diary 

 

Á Trip by Age Group.  The 2011 Trip Diary Survey also identified trips by mode of transportation and age cohort.  It found that age does 

have a significant impact on daily trip activity.  Port Moody is home to a significant youth population, this segment of the population is 

particularly important to focus on for travel demand, as youth often do not have access to automobiles and are reliant upon transit, 

walking, cycling and carpooling.  In fact and as shown in Figure 6, among children and youth aged 5 to 19, walking, cycling, car pooling 

and transit make up nearly 95% of trips made by this age group in Port Moody.  The proportion of trips made by walking, cycling, 

carpooling, and transit is still significant among the 20 to 29 age group, as these modes account for nearly 40% of all trips among this age 

group.  However, as residents enter their thirties, the proportion of trips made by sustainable transportation decreases.  The automobile is 

the predominant mode of transportation among Port Moody residents aged from 30 to 59 years, representing between 80% and 90% of all 

trips among these age groups.   

While driving continues to be the 

main form of transportation for most 

age groups, aside from those 19 

years of age and younger, there is 

an increase in both walking and 

transit use among seniors in Port 

Moody, particularly those aged 70 

and above.  The results of the Trip 

Diary Survey show that of the people 

who reported driving as their primary 

means of transportation, over one-

third (34%) were in the 40-49 age 

group.  The percentage of auto 

drivers gradually decrease going up 

into the next age groups, with people 

over the age of 80 accounting for 

only 1% of all auto drivers. 
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3.0  Walking  
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Walking is the most fundamental form of transportation. Walking is a part of every trip, whether that trip is made by car, transit, or bicycle. If 

suitable conditions exist within a community ï such as having a complete, connected sidewalk network and major destinations nearby to where 

people live ï walking can also be a convenient alternative to the automobile for almost all short trips.  Promoting walking can help reduce 

automobile dependence and GHG emissions, improve public health outcomes and help to create more liveable and vibrant communities.  

As noted previously, although walking only accounts for approximately 2% of all commute trips, it accounts for over 9% of al l trips made by Port 

Moody residents.  Most walking trips tend to be short-distance trips that remain within the City.  Walking trips are made for a variety of purposes, 

including travel to school, recreation, personal business and shopping.  Almost three quarter (72%) of walking trips are 1 km or less in distance, or 

approximately a 10-minute walk, while almost all (99%) of all walking trips are less than 5 km in distance.   

The City has an extensive walking network, which includes sidewalks on many streets as well as off-street trails and pathways, traffic signals, and 

crosswalks.  Recreational opportunities through Rocky Point Park and other parks and green spaces attract many recreational pedestrians, while 

the mixtures of land uses and high densities in Moody Centre and Inlet Centre in particular strongly encourage walking for social and business 

purposes. In general, areas with mixed use development and higher levels of residential densities are typically associated with higher levels of 

walking.  The higher density mixed use developments in Moody Centre and Inlet Centre provide residents with a number of key destinations within 

a short walking distance which also helps to make walking an attractive mode of transportation.  The arrival of the Evergreen Line will provide 

even more opportunities to encourage walking to SkyTrain stations and to create even more walkable and transit oriented communities.  In 

addition, many of the neighbourhoods located on Port Moodyôs hills have special considerations for pedestrians with numerous pedestrian rights-

of-ways that cut through cul-de-sacs, as well as trails that create a more direct walking network. 

 

3.1  Policy Context  

Port Moodyôs Official Community Plan (2014) clearly outlines the importance of walking as a form of transportation and as a recreational activity.  

Enhancing the pedestrian experience, ensuring that neighbourhoods are designed with pedestrians in mind, and the desire for pedestrian friendly 

amenities and considerations throughout Port Moody is well established in the Official Community Plan and is identified in virtually all of the 

communityôs goals.  The focus on pedestrians is particularly strong when discussing new developments within 400 metres of the new Evergreen 

Line stations.  

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan found that 96% of survey respondents walk or hike for exercise, and that the first priority for improved 

recreation is more and/or better paths and trails. 
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The Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw identities sidewalk requirements for all new developments in the City of Port Moody. Table 

1 outlines the Cityôs existing sidewalk requirements based on the street network classification.  Sidewalks are currently required on all streets that 

are classified as being part of the Major Road Network (MRN), as well as arterials, collectors, and local residential streets with high density or 

commercial land uses are.  All other streets within Port Moody are required to have sidewalks on at least one side of the street. 

Table 1: Sidewalk Requirements by Road Classification 

Source: City of Port Moody Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2831 

Road Classification Sidewalk Requirement 

MRN ï Arterial Both sides 

Arterial  Both sides 

Collector  Both sides 

Local Residential (High Density) / Local Commercial Both sides 

Local Residential (Single Family or Low Density) / Local Industrial  One side 

Cul-de-Sac (Residential) One side 

Cul-de-Sac (Industrial/Commercial/Institutional) One or Both sides 

 

The Bylaw also provides guidance for sidewalk width.  As shown in Table 2, the sidewalk width requirements are based on location and land use.  

In addition to the widths outlined below, the Bylaw states that sidewalks on arterial and collector streets should be separated from the curb with a 

utility strip wherever possible to maximize the width of the óclear zoneô.  Walkways (off-street pathways) separated from the road shall have a 

minimum right of way of 2.4 metres and clear walking width not less than 1.5 metres.  The Bylaw also provides guidance on accessibility and 

states that wheelchair ramps shall be provided at all intersections wherever a walkway or sidewalk is separated from a roadway by barrier curbs.   
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Table 2: Sidewalk Width by Location 

Source: City of Port Moody Subdivision and Development Servicing Bylaw No. 2831 

Locations Minimum Width 

Inlet Centre and Moody Centre Downtown Core Arterial Roads 2.15 metres 

Inlet Centre and Moody Centre Downtown Core Collector and Local Roads 
(except signal family residential areas) 

1.9 metres 

St. Johns Street 2.15 metres 

Commercial Areas 
2.15 metres or separated 

from curb 

All other locations  1.5 metres 

 

3.2  Key Issues & Opportunities  

There are a number of key issues and challenges for walking in Port Moody, including: 

Á Lack of sidewalk coverage in many areas of the City;   

Á Disconnected sidewalk network, with significant gaps in the sidewalk network; 

Á Challenging topography which makes it difficult to provide a pedestrian network that can be easily used and maintained; 

Á Low density residential land use outside of the Inlet Centre and Moody Centre neighbourhoods, which results in long travel 

distances that are unlikely to be made by walking; 

Á An increasing seniors population with a stronger reliance on walking; 

Á The need to transport children, family, and heavy loads; and 
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Á Feeling unsafe due to high traffic speeds and volumes. 

 
Opportunities to improve walking in Port Moody include:  

Á Improved sidewalk network; 

Á More walkable areas with supportive land use and urban design; 

Á More short-cuts and neighbourhood connections; 

Á Well maintained and high quality sidewalks; 

Á Better street and trail lighting;  

Á More separation between pedestrians and vehicle traffic; 

Á Integrating sidewalks with the natural setting and rich network of trails; and 

Á Integrate walking with the Evergreen Line, particularly in areas within walking distance of the planned Evergreen Line stations.  

 

3.3  Pedestrian Invent ory & Assessment  

Á Existing Sidewalks.  There are currently approximately 89 km of sidewalks in Port Moody. Approximately 56% of all City streets have 

sidewalks on at least one side of the street.  As noted previously, sidewalks are currently required on both sides of all Major Road Network 

(MRN), arterial, and collector streets, as well as local residential streets with high density or commercial land uses.  Concrete sidewalks are 

standard in the City new construction and make up most of Port Moodyôs existing sidewalk network. 

Port Moodyôs existing sidewalk coverage is shown in Map 2.  Sidewalks are provided on both sides of most major streets (including the Major 

Road Network and arterial streets), including portions of St Johns Street, Murray Street, Clarke Street, Ioco Road, Heritage Mountain 

Boulevard, and David Avenue.  However, as seen Table 3, 54% of MRN and arterial streets do not have sidewalks on both sides of the 

street.  There are also many gaps in the sidewalk network, as well as several large areas of the City with limited sidewalk coverage. 
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Table 3: City of Port Moody Sidewalk Coverage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Á Trail Network. Port Moody has a number of trails and pathways, including major multi-use trails such as the trails through Rocky Point Park, 

Mossom Creek Park, and the Trans Canada Trail to name a few.  Port Moodyôs 41 km trail network is comprised of both hard and soft-surface 

trails and can be seen in Map 3.   

Á Network Connectivity. Pedestrian connectivity is often high in areas 

such as Moody Centre and Inlet Centre, with a road network that has 

a strong, continuous grid pattern. The logical and interconnected 

layout of these street networks is generally easy to navigate, and 

provides numerous route options to destinations. However, in 

suburban settings and hilly topography walking can be challenging 

with a disconnected street network, due to a lack of alternate through 

roads and the concentration of motor vehicle traffic on arterials. As 

demonstrated in the image to the right, the óloop and lollipopô street 

patterns commonly found in many suburban housing developments 

decrease pedestrian connectivity (Image source: TransLink). 

  

Road Classification No Sidewalk One Sidewalk Two Sidewalks Total 

MRN 33% 21% 46% 100% 

Arterial 0% 17% 83% 100% 

Collector 11% 41% 49% 100% 

Local 61% 31% 8% 100% 
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Figure 7: Sidewalk Deficiencies  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Map 2: Sidewalk Inventory 






















































































