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INTRODUCTION 

Background 

 I w a s c o n t a c t e d b y A r b e n D u r m i s h a j , C e l l 6 0 4 . 3 5 3 . 2 0 5 5 , E m a i l 
arbendurmishaj@yahoo.com . He asked that I produce an independent and unbiased,  
ISA Certified Arborist report for the above property; the property was built in 1977. Some of the 
trees may be similar in age. I total there are nine bylaw-applicable trees (see Map / Photos pdf). 
Mr. Durmishaj proposes a two lot subdivision. He would like to remove six trees on the west / 
north sides of the property, and three trees for retention on the west side. 

Assignment  

 Using visual tree assessment, I will determine the health and condition of the eight 
onsite, one offsite and zero city trees, and their response to the proposed development. 
  
Limits of the Assignment 

 I visited the site on September 13. No tissue samples were sent to a lab for identification 
or analysis. Observations were undertaken using nine magnification binoculars from ground 
level; no wildlife nesting sites were found. 

Purpose and Use of Report 

 The purpose of this report is to assist the Mr. Durmishaj in his initial tree bylaw 
compliance requirements with the City of Port Moody, Bylaw to Protect, and Prohibit the  
Cutting Down, Removal, and Damaging of Trees and Vegetation, No. 2961.  
Note that it is the property owner’s responsibility to submit this report to the municipality. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

CD = Western red cedar (Thuja plicata)  
KT = Katsura Tree (Cercidiphyllum japonicum) 
HC = Himalayan cedar (Cedrus deodara) 
RD = red alder (Alnus rubra) 
WL = weeping willow (Salix spp.)  

#  TREE DBH HT CS  LCR OTHER   SURVIVABLE 

[DBH=Diameter at Breast Height    HT=Height    CS=Crown Spread    LCR=Live Crown 
Ratio] 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
1  WL 80 30 40 90 -fair condition   -Yes 
      -codominant stems; lower 
       trunk, wound site 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
2  CD 55 55 20 85 -fair condition    -Yes 
      -strong lean toward  
       16 Kicking Horse Way 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
3  RD 25 40 20 90 -good condition  -Yes  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
4 JM 40 15 20 65 -good condition  -No 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
5 KT 20 25 10 80 -good condition  -No 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
6 KT 20 30 8 85 --good condition  -No 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
7 KT 25 35 15 85 -good condition  -Possible 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
8 HM 30 40 10 96 -good condition  -No 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
9 HC 40 45 15 80 -fair condition    -No 
      -2 codominant stems 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

TESTING AND ANALYSIS 

 I used visual tree assessment and mallet sounding to test the trees’ health and condition. 
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DISCUSSION 

Willow, # 1 (Retention) 
 This tree is in fair shape, not outstanding by any means. It has a couple of reasonably 
strong codominant stems, a couple of side branches and a relatively large hole in the main trunk. 
Nonetheless, willows are know to “grow like a weed.” The soil around the tree is wet and mucky, 
two soil attributes that this species actually thrives on. So although the tree’s condition is 
sketchy, the tree does soak up moisture from the ditch and the canopy provides a nice cascading 
umbrella-like form. The property owner likes this tree and wants to make an effort to keep it 
healthy during the construction process. 

Cedar, # 2 (Retention) 
 This tree has fallen over in the past and has grown back over its centre of gravity. The 
species is extremely windfirm, except where excessive soil moisture levels are found such as this 
site. Nonetheless, I would say the tree is fairly windfirm. Thus, the tree has ‘cleverly’ 
autocorrected its growth of both the branches and trunk. I would expect this tree to survive for 
many years to come. Again, the owner looks for its retention. 

Red Alder, # 3 (Retention) 
 This is typical example of the species. It has done well because it thrives in full sun. The 
species is notable shade-intolerant. So any shade will cause the tree to tilt toward maximizing 
sun exposure. This tree is tall and straight and fully retainable. It can be a source of allegies, but 
because of the shade it provides to the yard, the owner is interested in its retention.  

Expected Impacts 
  The proposed two buildings are quite far away from the driplines of the trees aka tree 
protection areas. These areas will not have any buildings inside it, only grass or gardens. So I 
don’t see any major impacts to the health of the trees. 

Katsura # 4, # 5 and # 6 (Removal) 
 These trees are so close to the foundation of the house that retention would be virtually 
impossible. 

Katura # 7 (sRetention) 
 Unlike the aforementioned three Katura Trees, this tree is a little further back away from 
the foundation of the house. There are two large anchor roots that travel northwards toward the 
neighbor’s yard (115 Jacobs Road). The retention of this tree throughout the proposed 
construction process is possible and the owner wishes to save it. 

Hemlock # 8, Cedrus # 9 (Removal) 
 Both trees are interfering with the construction of the car parking and thus require 
removal. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 A tree protection plan can be devised once the city reviews the construction project 
proposal. 

GLOSSARY 

Condition 
 -Poor Condition - multiple defects, disease, poor structure and / or form  
 -Fair Condition - healthy with some defects 
 -Good Condition - healthy, strong form, and no significant structural defects 

Critical Root Zone [CRZ] - the area of land surrounding the trunk of a tree contained within a 
circle of a radius equal to the DBH of the tree multiplied by a factor of three (versus the Tree 
Protection Zone [TPZ] which is equal to DBH multiplied by a factor of six) 

Crown - the branches, leaves, and reproductive structures that extend from the trunk or main 
stems 

Crown Spread [CS] - the widest part of the tree’s crown in feet 

Diameter at Breast Height [DBH]  - diameter of the tree in centimetres measured 1.3 metres 
(4.5 feet) above ground 

Height [HT] - the vertical distance between the ground and the top of the stem in feet 

Live Crown Ratio [LCR] - the percent of live branches as a ratio of height 

Visual Tree Assessment [VTA] - identifying symptoms of a tree that help to determine its health 
and condition 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A - SITE INFORMATION  
 see Map / Photos pdf 

APPENDIX B - ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

 This arboricultural field review report is based only on ground level site observations.  
No aerial tree assessments were done on any of the trees.  Effort has been made to ensure that the 
opinions expressed are a reasonable and accurate representation of the general condition  of all 
trees reviewed.  The assessment was completed based on VTA (Visual Tree Assessment) only.  
Aerial assessments may have gathered additional information that could have been 
important to the conclusions of the report.  The subject trees were not dissected, although 
some may have been cored and / or probed.  All trees or groups of trees have the potential to fail.  
No guarantees are offered or implied by JPM Tree Service that the trees reviewed and referenced 
in this report will remain safe given all conditions.  Trees can be managed, but they cannot be 
controlled.  To reside, work or play anywhere near trees is to accept some degree of risk.  The 
only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate the trees themselves.  Prior to 
agreeing to provide this service to the Arben Durmishaj the client was advised and agreed that 
JPM Tree Service would not be held liable for any damages resulting from the behaviour of the 
subject trees.  Assessments are valid on the day of the report, and it is understood that adverse 
weather conditions can change the structural integrity of the trees, which can lead to subsequent 
failure.   

 The opinions expressed in this report have been provided without bias based on site 
observations and the supporting information provided by others.  Any trees retained should be 
reviewed on a regular basis to ensure acceptable risk levels.  It is recommended that trees always 
be re-inspected after atypical weather events. The trees surrounding this site on adjacent property 
were not reviewed, and it is believed that all fences and hedges separating private and public 
property lines are valid.  The information provided in this report is for the exclusive use of the 
Arben Durmishaj and may not be reproduced or distributed without permission of JPM Tree 
Service.  This report is to be used in its entirety and/or its stated purpose only.  The cost of this 
report as paid to JPM Tree Service does not depend upon its outcome, or any decisions stemming 
from it. 
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APPENDIX C - CERTIFICATION OF PERFORMANCE 

I, John P. Martyn, certify that: 

1.  I have personally inspected the trees and property referred to in this report and have stated my  
     findings accurately. 
2.  I have no current or prospective interest in the trees or the property that is the subject of this 
      report and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved. 
3.  The analyses, opinions and conclusions stated herein are my own and are based on current 
      scientific procedures and facts. 
4.  My analyses, opinions and conclusions were developed and this report has been prepared  
      according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices. 
5.  No one provided significant professional assistance to me, except as indicated within  
     the report. 
6.  My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that 
     favours the cause of the client or any other party nor upon the results of the assessment,  
     the attainment of stipulated results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events. 

I further certify that I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting 
Arborists, the International Society of Arboriculture, and the Tree Care Industry Association. 
I have been involved in the field of Arboriculture in a full-time capacity for a period of 22 years. 

On behalf of JPM Tree Service, 

 
John Martyn, BA, (Dip) RLT, (C) OHS 
Consulting Arborist / ISA Certified Arborist (PNW-0610) / ASCA Consulting Academy Graduate 
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