
Gelli Plate

Supplies
Stove top
Old pot 
Whisk
Smooth bottomed tray to
mold your gelli plate
Spatula

Supplies for the  Vegetarian Plate*
50g agar agar powder
600ml water (approx 2.5 cups)
2 teaspoons of salt
225ml glycerine (approx 1 cup)

* I made two smaller 8 x 8” plates
that were about 1/2” deep but you could
make one larger one using a 10 x 13” tray

Steps
1. Whisk agar agar powder and salt with water in a pot. 
Let the solution sit for about 5 minutes to make sure 
there are no lumps. 

2. While the agar agar solution is sitting measure out 
the glycerine. 

3. Heat the solution on medium heat and keep stirring. 
The solution will start to thicken in about 5 minutes. It 
is ready when it is similar to the consistency of honey.  

4. Remove from heat and whisk in glycerine. This will 
need to be done quite quickly as it will start to set 
almost immediately. Once it is mixed throughly pour 
into your mold. 

5. I used a spatula to level out the top of the mold (which 
will be your bottom when you print and an even suface
will be helpful.)

6. Let the gelli sit for 10 minutes and then it will be ready 
to be removed from your mold.

7. Gently ease it out and lay it on a baking sheet. 

8. Once it has cooled down it is ready to print on.

If you want to make a Gelatin Plate
here is a great online resource for 
making either a temporary or 
permenant plate.

http://www.crafttestdummies.com/
recipe-homemade-permanent-gelli-plates/



Gelli Monoprinting

Supplies
Gelli Plate
Brayer*
Block print Inks*
Palette knives
Rags (slightly damp)
Leaves (waxy and textured better)
Newspaper
Assortment of paper (catridge paper, 
construction paper, computer paper, 
japanese paper, craft paper)
Old baking sheet (optional)
Cardstock or slightly thicker paper 
to make stencils
pencil & eraser
scissors

*Brayer and block print inks can 
be purchased at Opus Art Supplies 
www.opusartsupplies.com

Steps

1. Gather some leaves from outdoors. Leaves with raised veins 
or interesting textures will provide your best results. If you 
want to use hand cut stencils I recommend cutting them 
beforehand. You also might want to trim the paper to fit your 
gelli plate.

2. For the set up lay out newspaper on your table before 
beginning. Lay out all of your equipment: baking sheets, gelli
plate, brayer, inks, palette knife, slightly damp rags, assorted 
paper along with leaves, stencils and string or other flat objects. 

3. Spread a little ink on the baking sheet and roll it out making
sure to spin the brayer so that the entire brayer is coated.

4. Ink gelli plate, making sure that you roll the ink from top to 
bottom and side to side.

5. Lay leaves on gelli plate. Place a piece of paper on the plate.

6. Hand burnish the plate, with the side of your hand, using a 
circulative motion. To capture leaf edges use the pads of two 
fingers also in a circular motion.

7. Remove paper and carefully remove leaves. You will now print
your ghost print. Repeat the same hand burnishing steps that
you did in step 6.

8. Now have some fun making monoprints. Please share your 
creations online with #culturedayspomo.


